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No. i: R-2; No. 2: R-3; No. 3 (Large head): R.-7 fcorderline.--cf. New 
Netherlands 51st* Sale, lot 169; No. 4 (Small head) R- 7- -about 7 known, 

(1) Bhshuell -Newm an; (2) Pamnelee -Mills- Ryder- Boyd estate, ill. SC, GB, ANS 
1914; (3)Norweb; (4) MHS, Pl. VIII, 12; (5) Newman- Picker, ill. NN 51st Sale, 
lot 170; (6) Gilbody coll.; (7) Pittman. Obv. die buckled,, obliterating much of 
head. 

Probably by John Bailey of New York, except the last. Some letter punches 
(most notably the P and the asymmetrical quatrefoil) identical to those found on 
Brasher doubloons and Bailey* s New jersey cents (p. 283). Possibly these and 
the Lxccls lots might fee been the coins struck for Major Eli Leavenworth 
(pp. 723, 319); the Excelsiors have the same date and quatrefoil punches. CL 


Breen 1958. 


(Mur l) 


The GEQRGIVS 7PJUMPH0 may have been intended ambiguously, or else to 

l\ 

support an expected cory. victory; but the 13 bars obviously represent the colo- 
nies, and the fleurs-de-lis Fiancees help. Usually from badly broken dies. R-l. 


.s * Ci iclC lug i-'i v- 4.0 


The two pieces with bust x\ we:.:;: fo Nov N-nherlands 51 si: sale, lot 207, *q.v. 
They are obviously "buugt owns”, not specifically intcnde.1 for the American 
colonies, but probably intended to circulate anywhere they might, as worn Irish 
halfpence. No doubt many were shipped over here with other base halfpence, 
noted on bills of lading as "Casks of Hard Ware.”* 


The so-called Kentucky Tokens were evidently intended for general U.S. 
circulation, and they were obviously made arc-und~t!792f y.2, Tlie 15 .12 -pointed 
stars are each stamped vdth the initial of a State; the -dual one, at the top of 
the pyramid, has K, with the 13th and 14th states {R.I. and Vt.) immediately 
below. It is almost certainly a reference to the unfinished pyramid device on 
$50 Continental notes of 1778-9, the admission of the 15th state being thought 
to complete the roster. Usually found in Fine to Ucc. 

Plain edge, R-l. 

Edge PAYABLE IN LANCASTER LONDON OR BRISTOL L-4. 

Edge PAYA3L E AT FS 07/ ORTH NC r NE AT ON OR LINK LEY R-S. 

t. ’CYAvC) t.\ ji'i'fs “X "v ! r~u •* • -y ; p ■ 

Edge diagonally ^reeded, R-7. Forgeries exist, made from plain edge coins. 

Silver, edge not described. Supposedly unique; 1 have not seen it. 



• / r > 

• . '• 4 • 




T*i inscription means VI.ua (i.e. by t*ie priv.-tang press; i corning originates 
aud liberty will burst forth/' 

Plain, edge, Dili (Middlesex) 306. Thin flan, usually with die break (GB); 

R-2. Perfect die (SC; R-4. Usually, flans too narrow to show milling. 

Edge AN ASYLUM FOR THE OPPRESSED OF ALL NATIONS Copper, R-8. 
Dili (Middlesex) 307. I have not seen a specimen. 

Edge obliquely reeded. Coll. A.H.F. Baldwin, London. R-8. (Ref. R.H. William- 
son's dittoed pamphlet cn the Franklin Press tokens.) 

P tinting press obv., muled with rev. El M a diagonally quartered heaic. 

c 

Copper, sine 19, thick flan, unique? Only records: Woodward coll., 10/13/84, 
lot 403; resold in Twining sale, 4/27/86, lot 1102; m ay- be' the: dneihiANS.. ihe 
rev. device is that of the British East India Co., and is found with a number of 
other British tokens. 


may, as it has been found in 

Circulation in the USA 

l lim- 

in turch lots over here, 

whi ie 


the test ones usually are traced to British sources. Wdliz msonispeculstes 
that this might have Noon issued by William Lutwyche, as the "Asylum” edge 
is frequently associated with lumeahare the East India Co. tokens (D&ii Man- 
chester 128-134). Attempts have been made to show that the: press and in- 
scription refer to Watts Printing Works, London, where Benjamin Franklin 
worked c. Jan.- July 1726. The identical press at which Franklin worked is 
now in the Smithsonian. It is only certain that Watts did not issue the coins, 
as his firm probably did not retain that name long after Watts* s death in 
1763; but the evasive inscription might have been an attempt to cash in on 

Franklin* s popularity. , • . A 

rf i< a- > '>i >j 

The New Yorke Token may be much later than 1664-17IC; specimens in 

t \ 

brass have turned up in lots of Civil War tokensl Low R-7. 


INTERLEAF facing p. 364 


That Washington mentioned these half dismes in almost the same breath 
with the mint, and in connection with the "want of small coins m circulation , 
argues strongly against these having been patterns, particularly since they 
conform in every detail to the Mint Act of April 1792. As they are found in all 
grades from e5t toUnc.. clearly they circulated. Newlin (Early Half Dimes, 
1883, p. 4) said that they appeared in Philadelphia first in October 1792. Snow- 
den (Mint Manual, 1860, p. 99) says that they had been made that month on one 
of the three coin presses which had arrived at the Mint from England on Sept. 
21, but he does not say that they were made in the Mint. The guess of $lo0 
in silver bullion (about 2,000 half dismes) goes back to 1835, therefore pre- 
sumably to Adam Eckfeldt, who was around when they were made (Breen 1954, 
p. 5). But the coins themselves could not have been made in the Mint, even 
were the presses installed and ready, owing to a legal technicality: before 
the Assayer, Chief Coiner and Treasurer of the Mint could enter upon the 
duties of their offices (i.e. those involved with silver and gbld coinage), they 
had to post suretyfbpnddi of $10,000 apiece. Neither of the first two mentioned 
(respectively Albion Cox and Henry Voigt) could post this immense bond; in 
fact, Jefferson had to persuade Congress to pass another bill (the Act of March 
3, 1794) reducing the bonds to $1,000 and $5,000 so that silver coins could be 
made that year. In Breen 1954 (corroborated by a document quoted in Judd 
1960, p. 9) is evidence that the Half Dismes were struck under official aus- 
pices, on Mint presses, from dies cut by artists working for the Mint, hu*.. in 
J.ohn .Harper! s cellar at 'jSthland: Cheiry cSts nPhiladelphia,patfew - blocks* away 
from the Mint. 

The same is almost certainly true of the Dismes, but documentation is 

lacking. Only three genuine silver Dismes are known, all worn and more Oi. 
less damaged, one with date removed. These and the dozen or so in copper 


\ 


INTERLEAF facing p. 347 


The so-called New England Stiver is unique, pictured in GB p. 49; ex Parpelee 
349. 


When the piece figured Plate VII, 9 appeared in the Stickney auction i^n 1907, 
it was referred to as a cast rather than an engraved piece. I have not seen it. 
Nevertheless, I fine! no good reason to doubt the Stickney story given on p. 304. 


TO A *r— , T' . . . 1 A, ( * 

IN*ra*. r.a f.vs»'. 0 

^•€ alo aie T7rL. .cot 9. s s tie c . p.,;.- i- 3< 1 W 


- -'Tin piece., of Jam csillf 1 * 



INTERLEAF facing p. 365 


have edges diagonally reeded; there are also two copper ones with plain edge, 
one of them in JHU. (Respectively AW 1 and 2, Judd 9-10-11.) AW 3 describes 
a unique tin example, formerly in the Fewsmith (1870), W. J. Jenks (September 
18S0) and Dohrmann (March 1882) collections; whereabouts unknown, authenti- 

city questioned. 

Many Half Dismes show adjustment marks (parallel file marks to bring 
weight down to standard of 20.8 grains). Diagonally reeded edge; AW 4, Judd 
7. One plain edged copper trialpiece known, ex Mickley estate (1879), ParmeH.e 
lee 1890 lot 4 (AW 5, Judd 8). AW 6 reports one in tin- -unlocated. 

There is reason to believe the Large or Birch Cent to have been intended 

as a regular issue under terms of the Mint Act of April 1792. 

Decemr 18, 1792 

Th: Jefferson has the honor to send the President two cents made onVoigt v s 
plan by putting a silver plug worth 3/4 of a cent into a copper worth 1/4 cent. 

Mr. Rittenhouse is about to make a few by mixing the same plug by fusion 
with the same quantity of copper. He will then make of copper alone of the same 
size, Si lastly he will make the real cent as ordered by Congress, .4 times as 
big. Specimens of these several ways of making the cent may now be delivered 
to the Committee of Congress now having the subject before them. 

(National Archives, quoted in Breen 1954, p. 2, and elsewhere.) The Birch Cents 
circulated; they are known downto Fair condition. Respectively AW9-10-xl, 

Judd 3-4-5. 

A white metal pattern for this type exists (Judd 6, unique, JHU) : similar 
types, but without name BIRCH; kinky hair. Rev. Ornaments above and below 
ONE CENT, the whole within beaded circle within wreath; G*W.P? in exergue. 

Plain edge. 


INTERLEAF facing p. 366 


This piece is not a pattern for a cent, as (unlike all other 1792 patterns) it 
does not conform even nearly to the devices and inscriptions called for in the 
Mint Act of April 1792. Section 10 specified for silver and gold coins the re- 
verse devicecof an eagle, without mentioning the denomination; but for copper 
coins, instead of the eagle, it directed to appear "an inscription which shall 
express the denomination of the piece"; Section 9 fixed the weight of the cent 
at 264 grains. Now this so-called Eagle ‘’Cent" has the eagle and lacks the 
denomination; and the two copper specimens (Eckfeldt-Mint- Smithsonian, pic- 
tured in Crosby 1897, AW and SC, and Bushnell -P arm elee- Judd, pictured in 
Parmelee 1890, G3 and Judd 1960) weigh respectively 175.5 and 179.5 grains. 
Most probably this design was intended for a Half Eagle. Dies probably by 
Jean Pierre Droz, this attribution on the basis of style. (Copper, vertically 
reeded edge, AW 12, Judd 12; white metal, plain edge, unique, Judd 13; obv. 
and rev. uniface trials, white metal, £ach unique,) Judd p. 220.) If indeed they 
are patterns for a Half Eagle, they gold examples made- -if any- -must have 
been made outside the mint, for the same reason as the Dismes and Half 
Dismes, 

The small pattern cents, without (Judd 2, AW 7) and with (AW 8, Judd 1) 
silver plug in centre, are respectively R-8 and R-7; diagonally reeded edges. 
Only three genuine examples of the former; Smithsonian, JHU and MHS. Many 
cast or electrotype forgeries exist, usually with plain edges, often with what 
looks like a die break, roughly oval in shape, on obverse. 

The "mixed by fusion" billon cent (p. 364b) is unknown, but would be pale 
yellowish gray in color, with (probably) reeded edge, standard wt. 69.12ggraias 


even as with the silver centre cents. 


INTERLEAF facing p. 369 middle and bottom 


TLThe shilling with the cross botony in the arms would have them look like 
the illustration on page 130a. 

The copper Pine Tree shilling is a forgery beyond doubt; Noe E, in Noe 
1952. At least three are known; (1) H. S. Adams, pierced (?), pictured p. 369, 
(2) Stickney,? (3) Caldecott, later owned by S. H. Chapman and T. James Clarke. 


INTERLEAF facing p. 370 middle 

The medal referred to is unequivocally assigned an American origin in 
Newman 1952C. It is Betts 614 (Betts 1894) and specimens are in the collec- 
tions of the late F.C.C.Boyd and Stanley Scott. It can best be described as a 
Revolutionary War Peace Medal. 



jL, 




/ 
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INTERLEAF facing p. 370 bottom 

The obverse dies were apparently intended not for 1792 cents, but for old 
revenue stamps c. 1816. See the Breen article "Trial Piece Designed for U. 

S. Cent 1792" in Numismatist, December 1951, pp. 1310-1313. 

INTERLEAF facing p. 371 bottom 

The pieces described here and p. 372 have been incorporated into the text, 
except for the Connecticuts, which are included in the MR work. The reference 
p. 372 to a "Washington piece like Fig. 106" evidently is a typographical error 
for Fig. 100- 


' 


The Jefferson Cents 


Ail* ** 

^,-l^ — A evidence indicates ' thit these individualistic .pieces are the 
samples for a contract coinage which. 'John Harper proposed during Congressional agitation 
to abolish the Mint. A confidential letter date^t 'i0ahi.nl a? I19b'i ?ibmo Albion" eox_±o 


Elias Boudinot , head of a Congressional Committee investigating conditions at the iiint , 



Ctr> recommends H-.r^er as "i 
practical man” who would provide Boudinot with "such Information witn respect to the 

proceedings of coinage as will appear "<l:.o^t Increditable i si c ) when contrasted witn the 

preserved in +Wt 

present proceedings." Another letter* dated Nov. 4, 1795, reads: Sir I propose to Ingage 

with you oh any other Gentlemen on the following terns — that is to say — To receive 

Sheet Copper of the wright Size — and coin the Same into Cents Compleat for Serculation 
at the rate of Eighty Collars pr T un t 0 Return the .Same in Cents and Slh)ruf deducting 

twenty-five pounds in Each tun for wast — I will also forge and narden all the Dies Beds 

and punches for the sane. John Harper.” In order to advance this proposal, Harper made 
dies and struck samples,- presumably the Jefferson cents/- as these not only conform in every 
way to the Mint act of 17a2, out are inexplicable by any other hypothesis. Stuart 

that Boudinot later confi seated Harper * s dies and induced the legislature to Vote H.rper 

. . TV /»/a<u sp + cim-ct, s ' 

100 for compensation. Several contemporary r.a st. g r ♦ 

^11 ^ -full uttfiki ’ s +;il veocfiKrtf*. 

^ — • 1 • possibly Harper; ^ — — 1 — ■ 


3T> are Known 

7 j 

1 o m*d.t 


,\ after Boudinot had taKen his dies. 




1795 Cent Unique 

Letterd edge. . 

Ex Downing, Hines, Kacallister, 
Newcomer, Karis and Newlin Colls. 


1795 Cent. . . . 
Plain edge. 



